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Quick Guide to Great
Digital TV
Reception

Step 1 — Choose An Aerial

The aerial you need will depend on the signal strength in your area (you could look at your neighbours aerials
for a guide) If unsure it is best to go for a high gain aerial (i.e. larger, with more elements) as this is suitable
for all signal strengths, including weak signal areas. Aerials range from 10 element for strong signal areas
to 48 element for weaker areas. There are also Mega Boost Aerials which are smaller but perform as well
as larger aerials because they have a built in amplifier.

Step 2 - Choose your Fitting Kit

If you choose to fit on a chimneystack you will need a mast and a chimney fixing kit. If you choose wall
fitting you will need a standoff bracket and a mast. If you choose a loft installation you will need a loft fixing
Kit to attach to a rafter or beam. Consider the effects of wind on your aerial and keep the pole lengths to a
minimum if using a larger aerial.

Indoor aerials, usually connected to portable TVs, are less effective with a digital signal than analogue, and
many viewers will find that after analogue switch off they can no longer receive a picture. We recommend
that you connect portable TVs to your outside aerial via a distribution box and amplifier.

Step 3 - Connect your aerial to multiple TVs

If you wish to send cable from your new aerial to several TV's in different rooms you will need to boost the
signal. You can do this by adding an amplifier/signal booster before you split the signal. Always choose an
amplifier with enough outlets for the maximum number of TV's you will be using — they are available with up
to 8 outlets. Variable gain masthead kits make installation & setting up simpler, as the gain can be adjusted
remotely while viewing the picture. Look out for Tetra filters in amplifiers — they filter out emergency service
radio broadcasts to ensure a stable TV picture.

Step 4 - Choose your Coax cable

Coax cable can deteriorate over time, so we recommend replacing the cable for best results.

Good quality cable will ensure the best performance from the Digital TV signal, and this is particularly applicable
to long cable runs. Feed the cable within the wall cavity or attach at regular intervals with cable clips to an
outside wall.

Copper braiding gives the best interference rejection and a foam dielectric reduces kinking making the cable
easy to install. PF100 cable is top quality and CAIl approved.

Step 5 - Finish Off

Feeding a cable to your TV and adding a coax plug is the simplest way of terminating the installation. For
an even better result, finish the end off with a surface mounted coax outlet, or for extra neatness, feed the
cable within the wall cavity and finish off with a single plate outlet.



